	English Unit  |  Stage 1  |  English, Science


	Duration

	Term 4, 2014

9 weeks 

Detail: 3 days a week including RFF


	Unit overview

	In this unit, students will discover aspects of the natural environment- Living World. Students will describe external features and describe ways that different places in the environment provide needs for living things.


	Assessment Overview




	Outcomes

	English K‑10

· EN1‑1A communicates with a range of people in informal and guided activities demonstrating interaction skills and considers how own communication is adjusted in different situations

· EN1‑2A plans, composes and reviews a small range of simple texts for a variety of purposes on familiar topics for known readers and viewers

· EN1‑3A composes texts using letters of consistent size and slope and uses digital technologies

· EN1‑4A draws on an increasing range of skills and strategies to fluently read, view and comprehend a range of texts on less familiar topics in different media and technologies

· EN1‑5A uses a variety of strategies, including knowledge of sight words and letter–sound correspondences, to spell familiar words

· EN1‑6B recognises a range of purposes and audiences for spoken language and recognises organisational patterns and features of predictable spoken texts

· EN1‑7B identifies how language use in their own writing differs according to their purpose, audience and subject matter

· EN1‑8B recognises that there are different kinds of texts when reading and viewing and shows an awareness of purpose, audience and subject matter 

· EN1‑9B uses basic grammatical features, punctuation conventions and vocabulary appropriate to the type of text when responding to and composing texts

· EN1‑10C thinks imaginatively and creatively about familiar topics, ideas and texts when responding to and composing texts

· EN1‑11D responds to and composes a range of texts about familiar aspects of the world and their own experiences

· EN1‑12E identifies and discusses aspects of their own and others’ learning


	Content
	Teaching, learning and assessment 
	Resources 

	Stage 1 - Speaking and listening 1

· listen for specific purposes and information, including instructions, and extend students' own and others' ideas in discussions (ACELY1666) [image: image1.png]
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· understand that there are different ways of asking for information, making offers and giving commands (ACELA1446) [image: image3.png]#ﬂ-
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· communicate with increasing confidence in a range of contexts 

· use interaction skills including initiating topics, making positive statements and voicing disagreement in an appropriate manner, speaking clearly and varying tone, volume and pace appropriately (ACELY1788, ACELY1789) [image: image5.png]



Stage 1 - Writing and representing 1

· understand how planning, composing and reviewing contribute to effective imaginative, informative and persuasive texts

· understand the process of planning, drafting and publishing imaginative, informative and persuasive texts

· experiment with publishing using different modes and media to enhance planned presentations [image: image6.png]



Stage 1 - Handwriting and using digital technologies 

· construct texts featuring print, visual and audio elements using software, including word processing programs (ACELY1664, ACELY1674) [image: image7.png]



Stage 1 - Reading and viewing 1

· discuss different texts on a similar topic, identifying similarities and differences between the texts  (ACELY1665) [image: image8.png]#ﬂ-




· use phonological, graphological, syntactic and semantic cues to decode and make meaning from written texts, eg using an increasing repertoire of high-frequency and sight words, segmenting words into syllables

· read less predictable texts with phrasing and fluency by combining contextual, semantic, grammatical and phonic knowledge using text processing strategies, for example monitoring meaning, predicting, rereading and self-correcting (ACELY1669) [image: image9.png]#ﬂ-




· predict author intent, series of events and possible endings in an imaginative, informative and persuasive text [image: image10.png]#ﬂ-




Stage 1 - Spelling

· recognise common prefixes and suffixes and how they change a word's meaning (ACELA1455, ACELA1472)
· begin to understand how knowledge of word origins supports spelling and vocabulary

· exchange one letter in a written word with a different letter to make a new word

Stage 1 - Speaking and listening 2

· understand that spoken, visual and written forms of language are different modes of communication with different features and their use varies according to the audience, purpose, context and cultural background (ACELA1460) [image: image11.png]
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· identify organisational patterns and features of predictable spoken texts

· rephrase questions to seek clarification

Stage 1 - Writing and representing 2

· identify the audience of imaginative, informative and persuasive texts (ACELY1668) [image: image14.png]
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· understand the use of vocabulary about familiar and new topics and experiment with and begin to make conscious choices of vocabulary to suit audience and purpose (ACELA1470) [image: image16.png]#ﬂ-
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· compose and review written and visual texts for different purposes and audiences

Stage 1 - Reading and viewing 2

· recognise a range of purposes and audiences for imaginative, informative and persuasive print and visual texts

· discuss possible author intent and intended audience of a range of texts

· understand concepts about print and screen, including how different types of texts are organised using page numbering, tables of content, headings and titles, navigation buttons, bars and links (ACELA1450) [image: image18.png]
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· respond to a range of literature and discuss purpose and audience

Stage 1 - Grammar, punctuation and vocabulary

· understand that ideas in texts can be organised to enhance meaning using sentences and paragraphs

· recognise that different types of punctuation, including full stops, question marks and exclamation marks, signal sentences that make statements, ask questions, express emotion or give commands (ACELA1449)
· recognise, discuss and use creative word play, eg alliteration and onomatopoeia

· begin to organise ideas into paragraphs when composing texts

Stage 1 - Thinking imaginatively and creatively

· recognise the way that different texts create different personal responses

· recognise and begin to understand how composers use creative features to engage their audience

· identify that different texts have different organisational patterns and features for a variety of audiences

· recognise the place of ancestral beings in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Dreaming stories [image: image20.png]



· express a range of feelings in response to a text

Stage 1 - Expressing themselves

· identify aspects of different types of literary texts that entertain, and give reasons for personal preferences (ACELT1590) [image: image21.png]
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· recognise simple ways meaning in texts is shaped by structure and perspective

· discuss aspects of imaginative texts such as setting and dialogue, making connections with students' own experiences

· express preferences for specific texts and authors and listen to the opinions of others (ACELT1583) [image: image23.png]
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Stage 1 - Reflecting on learning

· develop an awareness of criteria for the successful completion of tasks [image: image25.png]



· discuss some of the ways that story can be reflected in a variety of media, eg film, music and dance [image: image26.png]



· jointly develop criteria for assessing their own and others' presentations or compositions with teacher guidance [image: image27.png]#ﬂ-




· discuss the roles and responsibilities when working as a member of a group
	Introduction

· Have students brainstorm ideas of what the term, "Living things" mean.

· Discuss with students what are the needs for living things. Make a list and display
· Explain to students what the unit is going to be about. 
Why? How? When?

· Brainstorm children’s prior knowledge of the topic using a Y diagram
· Create a success criteria as a whole class focusing on 3 increments. Eg- For writing- complex sentences, good information and great research
· Specialised vocabulary of topic. Eg- scientific names of plants and animals
· Set up a class science journal to record class findings

Learning Experience-1. Grassy Heads

· Invitation to parent/ guardian asking for appropriate materials needed for experiment. eg. Stockings.
Describe what language features are in a letter and what information needs to be included
· Make a list of needs that plants need to survive? What things do plants need to grow? Ask students to brainstorm ideas about different countries and if things grow the same way
· Make grassy heads using stockings, seeds, saw dust and plastic cups. Predict what the grassy heads will look like in 1 week, 2 weeks etc. Place a grassy head in different locations in the room- storeroom and windowsill.
Once made- allow students to decorate using googly eyes or pictures stuck onto plastic cups
 

 

Learning Experience-2. Chickens

· Jointly discuss the life cycle of a chicken. Draw/ label life cycle. Discuss what happens at each stage. Watch slideshow
· Henny Penny Hatchery- live chickens
· Imaginative text- write a story from a chickens point of view

· Informative text- write a story for children about chickens

· Create a media presentation of the changes observed of the chickens lives

· Discuss the needs of a chicken in its natural environment. 
Learning Experience-3. Field work- Bush Tucker Garden

· Walk around the school to identify a variety of living things within the school

· Invite Tracey to talk about different plants in the Bush Tucker Garden

· Use worksheets from library in relation to the Bush Tucker Garden

· Draw a map of the different animals homes that could be found within the school. Invite other students to follow the map to try and find animals homes
· Write a letter to Arron Stevens inviting him to come to the presentation of work on plants.

· Students are placed into small groups and jointly decide on a plant in the Bush Tucker Garden to research. Present information to the class in the form of a power point
Learning Experience-4. Gardeners, Farmers and Pet Care

· Pose Q- Where does your favourite food come from? Make a list of all the different places food comes from?
· Students are placed into small groups and jointly decide on a food product. For example- beef. Students will then research and find answers to the following questions:
Where did it come from? 
How was it cared for prior? 
Who buys it? 
How do we get it?
How did it get there?

· Design a TV ad or magazine article based on the food product
Pet show with animals.

Students are asked to bring in their favourite toy from home. Students will need to write a description of animal with some interesting facts and how they care for their animal. 

 

 
Learning Experience-5. Reptile Park Excursion

· Informative, persuasive, persuasive writing.

· Make a diorama of a zoo animal enclosure

 

 

 

 
	· Whiteboards, whiteboard markers, erasers
· Theme book

· Class science journal

Learning Experience 1.

· Grassy Heads- stockings, seeds, saw dust, plastic cups, googly eyes, pictures of students
· Letter to parents

· http://www.topmarks.co.uk/interactive.aspx?cat=64 Website with growing plant information

Learning Experience 2.

· Chickens

· http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/topic/living/life-cycles.html
Worksheets of a hen

· http://www.slideshare.net/saoirseryan75/chickens-life-cycle
Life cycle of a chicken- slideshow

Learning Experience 3.

· Bush Tucker Garden worksheets
· Tracey

· Library, iPads, internet
· Year 6 students to help with research and to put information into a power point

Learning Experience 4.

Favourite toy from home

Learning Expereince 5.

· Excursion

Other Resources

http://www.australiancurriculumlessons.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Science-Unit-Living-Things-9-Weeks.pdf
 


	Evaluation 
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