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	Vocabulary


	Where are they now?
	Cluster 1
	Cluster 2
	Cluster 3
	Cluster 4

	Student names
	
	
	
	

	Where to next?
	Cluster 2

•Knows the meaning of, and when speaking, can use words that are likely to be encountered in easy reading texts, e.g. big, little. 

•Names some basic parts of a computer, e.g. screen, keyboard, mouse, space bar. 

•Asks questions to find out meanings of unfamiliar words.
	Cluster 3

•Begins to expand the vocabulary used to describe everyday events and experiences. 

•Begins to use topic words when speaking and writing. 

•Identifies unfamiliar words and attempts to use experience and context to work out word meanings.
	Cluster 4

•Knows the meaning of commonly used words in texts read and demonstrates this knowledge when writing and speaking. 

•Develops beginning understandings about word families and uses these understandings when reading and writing. 

•Uses grammar and context of a text to work out the meaning of an unfamiliar word.
	Cluster 5

•Uses knowledge and understanding of topic words when reading, writing and speaking. 

•Accurately uses a range of basic computer and Internet terminology, e.g. icon, bold, italics, home page. 

•Demonstrates awareness that some words have multiple meanings when reading, writing and speaking. 

•Understands that changing words in a text can alter the meaning.


	Teaching Ideas
	http://www.literacy-continuum.det.nsw.edu.au/Matrix 


	Vocabulary


	Where are they now?
	Cluster 5
	Cluster 6
	Cluster 7
	Cluster 8

	Student names
	
	
	
	

	Where to next?
	Cluster 6

•Demonstrates the use of more precise vocabulary to describe feelings and experiences when speaking and writing. 

•Shows beginning understanding of the effects of different words and phrases, e.g. to create humour, to persuade, to inform. 

•Applies knowledge of base words to build word families, e.g. move, moving, remove. 

•Independently uses a range of classroom print resources to enhance vocabulary, e.g. topic word lists, labels, etc.
	Cluster 7

•Knows the meaning of commonly used words in increasingly challenging texts and can demonstrate this knowledge when reading, writing and speaking. 

•Shows beginning understanding of the effective use of ˜word play' to enhance and enrich meaning, e.g. alliteration, onomatopoeia. 

•Uses knowledge developed about word families and word origins to understand the meaning of unfamiliar words, e.g. rhyming words, synonyms, base words. 

•Uses a simple dictionary to check word meanings
	Cluster 8
•Uses words and phrases for effect, e.g. to create images, to add emphasis, to create atmosphere. 

•Draws on topic/content knowledge to assist in working out the meaning of unknown words. 

•Understands relevant vocabulary associated with electronic texts. 

•Recognises that different words can be used to describe similar concepts, e.g. every day or technical language, synonyms. 

•Shows evidence of capacity to improve vocabulary choices in response to purpose and audience when reviewing and editing writing.
	Cluster 9
•Uses synonyms for a range of common words. 

•Uses simple content specific vocabulary in appropriate ways when creating texts. 

•Uses relevant vocabulary associated with digital technology and electronic texts. 

•Understands how prefixes and suffixes change word meanings.


	Teaching Ideas
	http://www.literacy-continuum.det.nsw.edu.au/Matrix


	Vocabulary


	Where are they now?
	Cluster 9
	Cluster 10
	Cluster 11
	Cluster 12

	Student names
	
	
	
	

	Where to next?
	Cluster 10

•Demonstrates understanding that words can have different meanings in different contexts. 

•Demonstrates expanded content vocabulary by drawing on a combination of known and new topic knowledge. 

•Shows awareness that there are a number of ways to work out the meaning of unknown words. 

•Finds the meaning of unknown/unfamiliar words in reference sources, e.g. dictionaries, thesauruses.
	Cluster 11

•Makes effective word choices in response to purpose and audience when creating texts. 

•Demonstrates understanding of new words for new concepts. 

•Applies knowledge of prefixes and suffixes to understand the meanings of new words and to create new words. 

•Refines vocabulary choice in response to purpose and audience when editing and reviewing own and peer's writing.
	Cluster 12

•Uses new words for known concepts, e.g. blissful for happy. 

•Increasingly uses appropriate content vocabulary when creating spoken and written texts about specific topics. 

•Accurately uses the vocabulary associated with digital technology and electronic texts. 

•Draws on knowledge of word origins to work out meaning of new words.
	Cluster 13

•Applies knowledge of root words and word origins to understand the meaning of new subject specific words. 

•Uses technical vocabulary to explain a complex concept or phenomenon. 

•Selects appropriate vocabulary in response to context, purpose and audience. 

•Uses a combination of effective strategies to work out the meaning of unknown words.


	Teaching Ideas
	http://www.literacy-continuum.det.nsw.edu.au/Matrix


	Vocabulary


	Where are they now?
	Cluster 13
	Cluster 14
	Cluster 15
	Cluster 16

	Student names
	
	
	
	

	Where to next?
	Cluster 14

•Applies knowledge of non-English words to infer meaning of unfamiliar words. 

•Uses specialised vocabulary for subject specific concepts and processes. 

•Selects vocabulary that expresses feelings, opinions and judgements. 

•Demonstrates an understanding of nuances and subtleties in words of similar meaning. 

•Demonstrates deliberate choice of words considering purpose, audience, context, subject knowledge and reference resources to clarify meaning.
	Cluster 15

•Develops deep knowledge about word meaning in relation to context. 

•Uses a range of vocabulary for precision, clarity, cohesion and effect. 

•Explores and uses vocabulary to enhance meaning and create impact. 

•Integrates a range of word learning strategies to determine meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary.
	Cluster 16

•Uses effective vocabulary to convey deep knowledge and understanding. 

•Uses and interprets complex, formal, impersonal language in academic texts. 

•Builds an increasingly comprehensive vocabulary. 

•Demonstrates self-reliance in exploration and application of word learning strategies.
	These students have achieved all the learning goals in the Vocabulary aspect of the Literacy continuum K-10.


	Teaching Ideas
	http://www.literacy-continuum.det.nsw.edu.au/Matrix
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